
F U N D R A I S I N G
G U I D E



One of the many things that makes Camp Sunshine such a magical place 
is the community of incredible supporters we have who are always looking 
to “do more” for our programs! Use your interests, skills and connections 
to create a special event or fundraiser to benefit Camp Sunshine. If you’re 
interested in helping Camp Sunshine’s mission move forward, take a look at 
all the different ways you can help raise funds and awareness!  The following 
information has been prepared to help make your fundraiser as successful as 
possible within Camp Sunshine’s guidelines. 

Getting Started

The very first step to planning a fundraiser is to communicate your plan with 
Camp Sunshine. Once you complete and return the attached Special Event 
Proposal, it will be reviewed by Camp Sunshine’s development team. Please 
be sure to wait until your agreement is approved before moving forward with 
plans for your event. A Camp Sunshine staff member will reach out to you 
with any questions and additional feedback within 14 business days. Please 
submit all proposals to Camp Sunshine by emailing events@campsunshine.org. 

Preferred Phrasing

Camp Sunshine exists to serve “children with life-threatening illnesses and their 
families.” The family component is crucial to our mission, so please make sure 
when you’re referring to our program that the family piece does not get omitted. 

This is the accepted verbiage for the description of the population we serve. 
Please refrain from using “terminally ill” when referring to the children we serve. 



G E T  I N S P I R E D
by These Wonderful Events That Benefit Camp Sunshine

Sienna’s Gold Gala
Brooklyn, New York

www.siennasgoldgala.org

Sienna’s Gold Gala was created in loving memory of Sienna 
Cavallo. Organized by Sienna’s parents Joe and Patty 
along with her brother Jaiden and sister Kahealani, this 
trendy, 21+ gala raises money for the camp that brought 
Sienna sunshine on dark days, Camp Sunshine. Guests 
purchase tickets to enjoy an evening of food, fun and 
dancing for a great cause. Funds for this event are also 
raised through event sponsorships and a silent auction.

Bravehearts Bike Ride
Harvard, Massachusetts

Hosted annually each July in memory of Dylan Connolly, 
the Bravehearts Bike Ride is an event that welcomes 
400 cyclists (from first timers, to weekend warriors, 
to Olympians) to complete 25 or 50 mile courses 
through the backroads and challenging hills of Harvard, 
Massachusetts to raise money for Camp Sunshine. 
The event is organized by a group of volunteers with 
oversite from Camp Sunshine. Every participant pays 
a registration fee and creates a fundraising page and 
work towards various fundraising goals.

Weston Pumpkin Festival
Weston, Massachusetts

The Weston Pumpkin Festival has been a tradition since 
2006. Event coordination is primarily handled by an 
“action committee” of students with oversite from school 
faculty and Camp Sunshine. This event has something for 
all ages with activities including face painting, pumpkin 
carving, a costume parade, a silent auction and a variety 
of arts and crafts projects for children. Funds are raised 
by food sales, donations that are made in-person at the 
event, and students also create personal fundraising 
pages leading up to the event as another means to 
generate funds for Camp Sunshine.

Tee Off for 2E Golf Tournament
Southern Maine

www.golfingforgary.com

Organized by a group of friends in memory of their 
late friend Gary “2E” Nealy, the Tee Off for 2E Golf 
Tournament is hosted in late September each year 
and follows a scramble format to allow golfers of all 
ability levels to compete to win some fantastic prizes. 
Some of the fun aspects of the tournament include 
an Awards Dinner, longest drive, closest to the pin 
competition, putting contest and raffle.



Do you have a major life event coming up? 
Create a fundraiser centered around it! 

The event you choose to plan should be something you enjoy! Whether it’s exercising, 
playing trivia, crafting or anything in between, you can add a fundraising component to 

it. Here is a chart that can help get you started. 

Amount of Time You Can Spend On Your Fundraiser

A few hours per week 
 Set up a 
    Facebook 
    fundraiser for 
    Camp Sunshine

 Put a donation 
    sticker in your 
    Instagram story 
     (make sure to select 
     @GoCampSunshine)

 Make a one-time 
    donation 

 Sign up to 
    become a 
    monthly donor 

 Tell your friends 
    and family about 
    Camp Sunshine

 Find out if your 
    company has a 
    matching gift 
    policy

What types of events are you most interested in?

 Host a trivia night 

 Host a dinner 
    party, concert, 
    auction or raffle

 Host a themed 
    party 
    (roaring 20s, casino 
      night, etc)

 Create a virtual 
    walk/run 
    (Camp can help you)

 Establish a 
    donation-based 
    fitness class 
    (yoga, spin, Zumba, etc)

 Work with a local 
    golf course 
    to plan a golf 
    tournament 

 Host a polar dip 
    in your 
    community 

 Plan a donation-
    based motorcycle 
    ride in your 
    community 

 Sell paper 
    sunshines 
    (“sunnies”) to 
    benefit Camp 
    Sunshine at 
    your workplace 
     (these campaigns work 
     well at restaurants, large 
     offices, convenience 
     stores, etc)

 Company-wide 
    jeans day 

Bar mitzvah/
Bat mitzvah 

Projects

Social Fitness Unique Business

Practically no time

I D E A S

Graduations 

Weddings 
donations made to 
Camp Sunshine in 
lieu of wedding 

favors

Retirement 
donations made 

to Camp Sunshine 
in lieu of gifts

Birthdays 
“I’m turning 25 

and want to raise 
$100 for each 
birthday I’ve 
celebrated”



The #1 way to inspire others to donate to your 
fundraiser is to make a donation to yourself! 
It shows your commitment to the cause. DONATE

F U N D R A I S I N G  T I P S

Share your fundraising page or event on Facebook 
and Instagram. Keep sharing and ask others to share 
on your behalf.SHARE

People have wonderful intentions but it typically takes 
someone being asked 3 times for them to make a 
contribution.ASK

As donations come in, remember to thank your 
donors.THANK

Have folks on stand-by who can help you 
throughout the planning process. DELEGATE

Get feedback from others and write down 
what you think worked well/what you could 
improve on for your next fundraiser!EVALUATE

Don’t forget to have fun! You are 
doing important work that is greatly 
appreciated by Camp SunshineCELEBRATE



Can I raise money for Camp Sunshine on Facebook?
Absolutely! Fundraising through Facebook is an incredibly easy way to support Camp Sunshine and you can set 
up your own by following this link: https://www.facebook.com/fund/campsunshine1984/ 

Do I have permission to use Camp Sunshine’s name and logo? 
To be granted permission to use Camp Sunshine’s name in association with your fundraiser, please submit your 
Special Event proposal for review. If you would like to use Camp Sunshine’s logo in association with your fund-
raiser, please mention that in your proposal and we can send you the appropriate version. Once your materials 
are designed, please also send us a proof before printing/sharing with others so that we may approve. 

I want to get sponsors for my event – how does that work? 
If you are planning to approach companies or organizations for donations for your fundraiser, we ask that you 
refrain from approaching any business that is listed on our corporate partners page. 

How do tax deductions/acknowledgements work?
Camp Sunshine is a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, which means that donations are tax deductible 
to the full extent of the law. Donation acknowledgement letters will be mailed to all individual donors, and all 
donors who make a contribution online will receive an email receipt. 

Can Camp Sunshine promote my event on their social media channels?
Due to the number of third-party events that benefit Camp Sunshine annually, we cannot promise each event will 
be posted on social media. Every approved event will be listed in the events section of our website. 

Will a Camp Sunshine staff member be able to attend my event? 
If you wish to request a staff member or volunteer representative to be present at your event, please submit your 
Special Event Proposal/request no later than 60 days before your event. Presence of a staff member or volunteer 
is not guaranteed. 

What Camp Sunshine resources are available to me as I plan my event? 
We are happy to answer any questions you have and provide support where we can. When you are filling out 
your Special Event Proposal, please be as specific as you can to help us better understand what you may need 
from us in terms of support. 

Who signs legal contracts for my event? 
As the event organizer, you will be responsible for understanding and agreeing: a) that neither you, nor any of 
your employees or representatives are authorized to act as an agent of Camp Sunshine; b) that you may not 
open a bank account in Camp Sunshine’s name; c) that you may not endorse or attempt to negotiate any checks 
made payable to Camp Sunshine, all of which shall be promptly forwarded to Camp Sunshine for processing; 
and d) that you understand your state’s laws and you will abide by them.

My event will have expenses – do I cover those up front? 
Yes, as the event organizer, you will be responsible for any costs associated with your event unless agreed upon 
by the Camp Sunshine Board of Directors. 

I have additional questions
No problem! Please email events@campsunshine.org or call the Camp Sunshine office at 
207-655-3800 with any questions. 

F U N D R A I S I N G  F A Q


