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Camp Sunshine Receives $400,000 Estate Gift from  

Katherine L. Derrig of Portland 

  Ms. Derrig Donated Entire Estate to Support Children and Families in Need — the Largest 

Bequest in Camp History 

 
CASCO, Maine — Sept. 13, 2010 — Camp Sunshine, a one-of-a-kind national retreat in 

Casco for children with life-threatening illnesses and their families, today announced that it has 

received a $400,000 donation from the estate of Katherine L. Derrig.  

 

Ms. Derrig passed away on Dec. 25, 2009 at the age of 92, leaving her entire estate to Camp 

Sunshine. The Camp will allocate the gift to its endowment fund. Each year the Camp will apply 

investment interest toward the sponsorship of more families. 

 

“This incredibly generous gift from Ms. Derrig came as a complete surprise to all of us at Camp 

Sunshine,” said Matthew M. Hoidal, Esq., executive director, Camp Sunshine. “Our knowledge 

of Ms. Derrig is limited to the fact that she enjoyed reading our newsletters following the 

handful of contributions she made over the years. Of course, none of those were indicative of 

the enormity of the gift we received recently. We are so grateful that our services made such 

an impact on her — her gift will help secure the future of our program for years to come.” 



 

 

Located in Maine’s scenic Sebago Lake region, Camp Sunshine features a 23-acre lakeside 

campus with private family suites, as well as a climbing wall, indoor swimming pool and 

computer learning center — all of which are free of charge to all families. To date, Camp 

Sunshine has welcomed families from 47 states and 17 countries. 

 
About Camp Sunshine 
Camp Sunshine offers children with life-threatening illnesses and their families a place to relax together 
for a week, and to take a break from the extraordinary demands placed upon them on a daily basis. The 
year-round program is free of charge and staffed almost entirely by volunteers. It is the only program in 
the nation whose mission is to address the impact of a life-threatening illness on every member of the 
immediate family — the ill child, the parents and the siblings. Since its inception in 1984, Camp 
Sunshine has provided a haven for more than 32,000 individuals from diverse cultural backgrounds. In 
addition to providing 24-hour on-site medical and psychosocial support, the camp offers a variety of daily 
activities, including swimming, boating, archery and soccer, and special events such as bonfires and 
cookouts. To support Camp Sunshine, please call (207) 655-3800 or visit www.campsunshine.org.  
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